Utility Checklist for Students
Use this checklist to stay organized, avoid surprises, and feel prepared when managing utilities in your off-campus housing.
Before Signing or Moving In
· Read your lease carefully to understand utility responsibilities
· Confirm which utilities are included in rent and which you must pay separately
· Look for key terms like tenant paid utilities, RUBS, included utilities, and required providers
· Ask how utilities are billed if shared with roommates or other units
· Confirm whether you need to set up accounts in your own name
Setting Up Utilities
· Set up required services before move-in day to avoid delays
· Have your lease start date, address, and identification ready
· Be prepared for possible deposits when starting service
· Verify if your property requires specific providers for electricity, gas, or internet
Budgeting and Costs
· Plan for seasonal changes in utility bills, especially higher electricity in late summer and winter
· Expect higher natural gas bills in colder months, if applicable
· Understand that water, electricity, and internet usage can vary based on habits and number of roommates
· Monitor monthly bills for unexpected increases
Living with Roommates
· Talk early about shared expectations for temperature settings, water use, and internet needs
· Agree on a reasonable thermostat range for shared spaces
· Choose an internet plan that supports the number of devices and usage in your household
· Create simple habits together, like turning off lights or taking out trash regularly
Managing Usage
· Adjust thermostat settings when you are away instead of turning systems off completely
· Be mindful of long showers, laundry frequency, and running water unnecessarily
· Turn off lights and unplug unused electronics to reduce electricity use
· Use appliances efficiently, such as running full loads in dishwashers and washing machines
Maintenance and Issues
· Report leaks, running toilets, or drainage issues as soon as possible
· Pay attention to unusually high bills, which may signal a problem
· Submit maintenance requests for concerns with HVAC, appliances, or pests
· Know how to contact your landlord, property manager, or utility provider
Safety Awareness
· Know what utilities are in your home (electric, gas, water) and how they function
· If your unit has natural gas, understand basic safety steps and emergency procedures
· Never ignore signs of utility issues, such as outages, leaks, or unusual odors
Trash, Recycling, and Cleanliness
· Follow property guidelines for trash and recycling to avoid fines
· Learn your pickup schedule if you live in a house or small unit
· Break down boxes and dispose of large items properly, especially during move-in and move-out
· Keep your space clean to prevent pests and avoid additional charges

